
Hello Preschool Families, 

We’re just a month away from the spring equinox and it’s definitely lighter but not 
much warmer yet.  Remember to unpack mittens, hats and snow pants from your child’s 
back pack in the morning.  It makes the coatroom to outside transition smoother and we 
need all the help we can get when kids have so much gear to put on. 

Since our last writing we’ve enjoyed a vehicle track in the climbing room,  a field 
trip to and a visit from a local dentist, and fascinating gecko visitors. We also have a new 
swing in the climbing room which is proving hugely popular and can hold several kids at a 
time, thereby eliciting myriad social interactions along with new physical challenges.  As 
kids create the story (are we going to outer space, Anchorage, or Jurassic Park?) and  
negotiate how high or fast the swing should go, they gain a lot of experience in making 
their own desires heard and in making the kind of compromises necessary to allow the 
action to proceed.  Their obvious and unalloyed pleasure when the swing starts moving is 
a joy to see.   

Next week we’ll be holding parent-teacher conferences, time we’ve set aside to talk 
with interested parents about their child’s preschool experience.  These conferences are 
optional, not required; one of the advantages of the co-op model is that teachers and 
parents have lots of opportunities to check in with each other.  Conferences just allow a 
little more time and the possibility of more depth than is possible in the daily pick ups and 
drop offs.  We’ll send an email sign up sheet soon but know that you can schedule a 
conference with us any time with just a little notice if regular conference times are not 
convenient.   

We had lovely valentine celebrations in both classes and are so grateful for your 
contributions and support in making this co-op model work.  Thanks for all you do. 

Mary, Linda, and Ana 

Letter from the teachers: 

Looking Back Looking Forward 

 Vehicles 

 Dentist visit 

 Geckos 

 Valentine Celebrations 

 Dragons 

 Conferences 

 Fire Station visit 

 GAK 



Upcoming Events  
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
AEYC Conference:   
Friday, February 22 
No Preschool 
Attendance 
 
PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 
February 28 (evening) & 
March 1 (day) 
No Preschool 
Attendance March 1 only 
 
ADULT NIGHT OUT: 
Wine Tasting/Silent 
Auction 
Friday, February 22 
6-8 p.m. 
T.J. Maguires 
(Prospector Hotel) 
Tickets available at 
preschool and the door  
 
BOARD MEETING 
Monday, March 11  
@6:00 p.m.   
Preschool Classroom 

Messages from the Board: 
Don't forget to hand in your raffle tickets!  Thank you everyone for your 
work selling tickets.  We do physically need to have all ticket stubs in 
hand, including those not sold.  You can bring them to the preschool 
no later than February 19th.  The drawing will be held at Adult Night 
Out on February 22.  Speaking of which, don't forget to buy your 
tickets for our annual wine tasting and silent auction fundraiser.  Thank 
you to Selena, Tatianna and Corey for working so hard to make this 
event happen and we look forward to seeing everyone 
there.  Encourage your friends not affiliated with the preschool as well 
- it's a community event! 
 
JCP is always looking for reliable subs that can fill in when teachers 
are absent.  If you are interested, or know of any past preschool 
parents, grandparents or retired teachers that are interested, in 
covering shifts at JCP please let one of the teachers 
know.  Substituting is different than a workday and there is 
compensation involved.  Thank you for considering!  
 
As a reminder, board meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month in the preschool room from 6-8 pm and all parents are welcome 
to attend.  Our next meeting is scheduled for March 11th.  You can 
find minutes posted in the preschool hallway.  If any parents are 
interested in being on the board next year (it's a family job), let one of 
the staff know or feel free to contact any board member. 
parents are interested in being on the board next year (it's a family 
job), let one of the staff know or feel free to contact any board 
member. 

Please note that preschool will be in 
session Thursday, February 28th.  
Your JCP calendar and work day 
schedule show it as a day off for 
conferences but in accordance with 
our policy of aligning our conference 
days with the school district, we’ve 
reinstated it to make up for the snow 
day.   
 
Thanks to Jayne Berry and Rebecca 
Freeman for volunteering to do the 
work day! 

Calendar Changes: 



 

Personnel Changes: 

As most of you know, our beloved Ms. Ana is leaving JCP. Although we’ll miss her, we can’t 
begrudge her going since she’s doing it for the most joyful of reasons: Baby Estella will join the 
family soon and then they’ll be leaving Juneau as many Coast Guard families must. I know you all 
join me in conveying our congratulations and best wishes.  Ana will be around during the next few 
weeks to help with the staff transition and we’ll be seeing Lianna in the MWF class as a part-time 
student until the actual move. Look for communication shortly on how we plan to give Ana a 
meaningful send-off. 
 
We’re delighted to announce that we’ve hired Laurel Marsh as our new admin and part-time 
teacher. Laurel, who’s older son was a JCP grad a few years ago,  understands our co-op model 
as a parent and comes to us with a strong background in teaching and the arts. She is a certified 
teacher  who will also be enrolling her three year old this month into the program. She’ll be 
teaching both mornings and afternoons in the T/Th class and will become our new administrator 
as well.  
 
Rachel Disney, who has been our stalwart sub all year and whose daughter is a JCP alumnus, will 
teach Preschool Plus on MWF afternoons. Rachel started the Hike It Baby program here in 
Juneau and has been pursuing more training in the early childhood field. She’s been a regular sub 
in Preschool Plus all year so is familiar with the program and the students who attend.   
 
Please join us in welcoming Laurel and Rachel to our community. Staff changes mid-year are 
never ideal but often unavoidable. We’re fortunate to have found two such wonderful candidates 
willing to finish out the year with us. We will be starting to transition towards the end of February, 
recognizing that it is a process, especially for our young students to adjust to new faces.  You can 
expect to see Ana, Laurel and Rachel all around preschool for the next few weeks. Be sure to say 
hello and introduce yourselves when you see them around preschool.   



Fun Photos 



Thanks and appreciation this month to: 
 Corey Murphy (Eoghan’s mom) for heading up the raffle on top of all her other fundraising duties. 
 
 Shannon Seifert (Calder’s mom), Terry Schwarz (Calder’s Dad) and Olcay Caf (Feray’s Dad) who 

between them patched it together to cover for Mary when she was ill. 
 
 Eliza Dorn (James Dorn’s mom) for filling in when Mary was ill and for her unstinting work on JCP 

personnel issues. 
 
 Noelle Dersé (Esmé’s mom) for her enthusiasm and good ideas for secret appreciations. 
 
 Dr. Jared Lee and staff for hosting our T/Th class at their office and for visiting 

our MWF class at preschool. 
 
 Kiana Twitchell (Kájaa’s sister) for serenading the MWF class with her violin. 
 
 Beth Rivest (friend of preschool) for allowing her geckos to visit.   
 
 Everyone who solicited or contributed silent auction items.   
 
 All of you for our valentines. 

THANK YOU * GUNALCHÉESH * SPASIBO * TESEKKÜR EDERIM * GRACIAS * KHX 
KHXBKHUN * TAKK * GRAZIE * MERCI 

The Juneau Co-Op Preschool is a 
non-profit organization run by 

involved parents and dedicated 
teachers.  Although preschool 

families pay monthly tuition, 30% of 
the preschool’s budget comes from 
other sources, primarily fundraising.  
Fundraising is vital to the success of 

our school!   

Juneau Cooperative Preschool 

At Northern Lights United Church 

400 W 11th Street 

Juneau, AK 99801 

juneaucooppreschool@gmail.com  

Newsletter submissions welcome!    Newsletter Editor: Christal Higdon   newsletter@juneaupreschool.org  

Laptop Request 
 
We're looking for a simple laptop to be used for administrative purposes at the preschool.  If any 
families have an old one lying around that they are not using and are looking to donate, please 
let one of the staff know and we would be happy to take it off of your hands.  While it doesn't 
have to be knew, we do ask that it is a functional laptop.   

mailto:newsletter@juneaupreschool.org?subject=JCP%20Newsletter


Fred Meyer Community Rewards  
Support Juneau Community Preschool just by shopping at Fred Meyer 
with your Rewards Card! All you have to do is link your Rewards Card 
and scan it every time you shop at Fred Meyer. 

1. Go to fredmeyer.com 
2. Click the Savings & Rewards drop down 
Fred Meyer Community Rewards 

3. Under Are You A Fred Meyer Customer? 
Re-enroll or link your Rewards Card now 

     Organization Name:Juneau Co-op Preschool 
     Organization Number:SD033 

Community Rewards: 

 About AmazonSmile 
Set up AmazonSmile to give a small percentage of your purchases to Juneau 

Community Preschool – an easy way to help out the school! 

 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Juneau Community Preschool 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, 
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to preschool.  

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  
 
NOTE: Smile donations 
do NOT work from the 
Amazon App – you must 
go to smile.amazon.com in a web browser to make your final purchase. I use the App to shop 
and add items to my cart, and then go to the web browser to finish checking out. Create a link 
on your home screen to make it easier. 

Pick. Click. Give.  
Don't forget to include Juneau Community Preschool with your 
annual Pick. Click. Give. donation when you apply for your PFD 
online.   

https://mypfd.alaska.gov/ 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards/enroll
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi



